SELECTION OF CONSULTANTS BY THE WORLD BANK

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Electronic Submissions through World Bank Group eConsultant http://www.worldbank.org/wbgeconsultant

Assignment Overview

Assignment Title: Development of an on-line platform for the rapid design and hosting of country water and sanitation internet portals

Assignment Country: Africa

Assignment Description

The World Bank Water and Sanitation Program intends to finance the assignment/ services described below. 

The services include (i) software development as described below (ii) testing and implementing the solution in Francophone and one Anglophone country in Africa, (iii) carrying out training sessions on the use of the solution in English and French, and (iv) supplying tested training materials in French, English and Portuguese languages.  

The consultant will design and develop a WEB platform which will enable the rapid development and hosting of country water supply and sanitation internet portals (WatSan portals).

The WatSan portal will support water sector managers, and other stakeholders of client countries with data for planning, monitoring and evaluation of the sector. It will allow the general public and civil society to be informed about the situation of access to water and sanitation. The platform is also an opportunity to harmonize definitions and data collection across countries so to facilitate regional monitoring as well as identifying data gaps in a consistent way. The WatSan portal should be designed on a collaborative architecture to support exchanges between stakeholders and provide them with following basic but continuously changing information about the sector:

· Data on access to water and sanitation at village, district, regional and national level

· Technical details and functionality status of water points, rural water schemes, and public sanitation facilities

· Description and location of ongoing projects, activities and initiatives 

· On-line resources: newsletter, documentation, catalogs, diaries 

The WatSan portal will include scripts/macro capabilities used to manage pre-defined queries for calculations, statistics, searches etc. The WatSan portal will have web mapping functionalities and will be compatible with third-party services.

The platform will be a website that will provide (i) a downloadable toolkit for the development of a server-side application of a country WatSan portal, (ii) an on-line procedure allowing the creation and implementation of a country WatSan portal directly on the platform and (iii) a free-hosting facility on the platform server for country WatSan portals.

The development toolkit will be distributed with an open-source status under a General Public License. All the contents of the platform and the platform itself will have to be developed with technologies and components compatible with this status. 

The platform and downloadable toolkit will be tested and validated under real conditions in one client country in West Africa and one in East Africa with existing sector information and monitoring systems. The consultant will have to execute training sessions in both countries and to deliver training materials and curricula in French, English and Portuguese languages.

The assignment is planned to start at the end of the 3rd quarter in 2009.


Funding Source:
The World Bank intends to finance the assignment/services described below under a trust fund from the NEW GLOBAL CORE MDTF (AFR).


Individual/Firm Profile:
The consultant will be a firm or consortium.

Submission Requirements:
The World Bank Water and Sanitation Program now invites eligible consultants to indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested consultants must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services (brochures, description of similar assignments, experience in similar conditions, and availability of appropriate skills among staff including ability to provide in-country support in both English and French languages). Consultants may associate to enhance their qualifications.

Interested consultants are hereby invited to submit expressions of interest.

Expressions of Interest should be submitted, in English, electronically through World Bank Group eConsultant http://www.worldbank.org/wbgeconsultant.

Notes:
Consultants will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the current edition of the World Bank's Guidelines: Selection and Employment of Consultants by World Bank Borrowers.

Following this invitation for Expression of Interest, a shortlist of qualified firms will be formally invited to submit proposals. Short listing and selection will be subject to the availability of funding.

Contact Information:

Water and Sanitation Program - Africa

World Bank

Thomas Fugelsnes, Finance Specialist

Corniche Ouest X Leon Gontran Damas

PO Box 3296

Dakar - Senegal

Tel: + (221) 33 859 4110 Direct Line: + (221) 33 859 4175

Email: tfugelsnes@worldbank.org

Website: www.wsp.org
Relevant Qualifications: 

Describes in detail the type of skills, experience, levels of expertise or any other requirements needed to complete the project. 

Criteria 

1. Interested consultants should provide information showing that they are qualified in the field of assignment. 

2. Interested consultants should provide information on the technical and managerial capabilities of the firm. 

3. Interested consultants should provide information on their core business and years in business. 

4. Interested consultants should provide information on the qualifications of key staff.
