Prof. Gihan Dias

Prof. Dias has been a well-known figure in the Internet world since 1988, and has extensive knowledge and experience in both the technical operation of the Internet and socio-political issues.

He has a proven track record in leading non-profit organizations, and has excellent written and spoken communications skills.

As a Trustee of the Internet Society, he will work closely with the Chair, other board members, CEO, Staff and other stakeholders to:

· Keep ISoc a well known and respected voice of Internet stakeholders,

· Ensure the stable operation and development of ISoc,

· Develop policy, strategy and business plans for ISoc and

· Ensure that ISoc operates in a professional and ethical manner.

Prof. Dias has obtained a BSc Engineering from the University of Moratuwa, and M.S. and Ph.D. from the University of California.

In addition to being a professor in the Dept. of Computer Science and Engineering, University of Moratuwa, he has served as the CEO of the .LK Domain (a not-for profit top-level domain registry) since its inception in 1990.

Prof. Dias was instrumental in setting up and running the academic Internet in Sri Lanka (LEARN) starting with Sri Lanka's first e-mail system in 1990, and ran the LEARN network for over 10 years. He has also assisted a number of Internet service providers in setting up their networks.

In 2003/04 he was a founder Programme Director of the Information and Communication Technology Agency of Sri Lanka (ICTA), the govt. body responsible for the development of ICT in the country, and is currently an advisor to ICTA.

He provided leadership to the local-language computing initiative in Sri Lanka, and was responsible for the introduction of Internationalized Domain Names (IDNs) in Sri Lanka. 

He has been active in the management of several Internet-related not-for-profit organizations, being the founder president of Lanka Academic Network, a global non-profit based in the U.S. He has served on the boards of the Lanka Education and Research Network, LK Domain Registry, Institution of Engineers, Sri Lanka, and ISOC-Sri Lanka Chapter. He has also served on the board of the government bodies - Natural Resources, Energy and Science Authority and Sri Lanka Standards Institution.

Prof. Dias will bring a wealth of knowledge, experience and contacts on both the technical and social sides of the Internet to the ISoc Board. He will also provide a voice for the issues faced by small, developing countries on the Internet.

